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Last week, Jesus was in the desert being tempted. Today, Jesus
moves from the desert to the mountaintop. He may have gone
there to pray and seek his Father's approval for his journey to
Jerusalem and his coming suffering and death. He took his closest
apostles with him so that they might catch a glimpse of the glory of
God. God invites us this Lent to find our own mountaintop so that
we might glimpse God's glory. The experience of this vision was
important for the apostles and is important to us for three reasons.
First of all, it prepared them to endure the scandal of the cross,
Jesus' suffering and death. They were about to see their friend,
Jesus Christ, be crucified and they would begin to understand how
God was calling them to suffer for love of God and others. God
wants us to see the glory of God so that we can deal with the
challenge of suffering in our lives. God desires us to know that
God's risen life is more powerful than anything that is deathdealing.
Secondly, the Transfiguration helped the apostles to sense the
glory of a life beyond this life. They saw a momentary view of
heaven that would cause them to see the things of earth in a new
and different way. God wants us to see the glory of God so that we
can see heaven as our ultimate goal and be able to see this life as a
prelude to a life forever with the Lord.
Finally, this mountaintop experience was meant to
communicate to them that they too were beloved sons of God.
The words spoken of Christ by the Father were meant to be heard
by them, not just so that they would know who Jesus was. The
Father wanted them to know who they were: God's beloved sons
as well. Today, God wants us to know that we are beloved sons
and daughters.
Jesus was transfigured. We are invited to be transformed. If we
will journey to the mountaintop, and if we are truly prayerful and
repentant, God will give us a glimpse of glory. It is what we need to
help us endure suffering, see heaven as our goal, and know that we
are beloved sons and daughters.

