














1st Sunday in Lent


February 17-18, 2018





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














Reflections by Pope Francis


Reprinted from the


CRS Rice Bowl 


Community Reflections











Living Catholic in the 808:


Encounter Christ Within





“Jesus’ whole life, his way of dealing with the poor, his actions, his integrity, his simple daily acts of generosity, and finally his complete self-giving, is precious and reveals the mystery of his divine life. 





Whenever we encounter this anew, we become convinced that it is exactly what others need, even though they may not recognize it: “What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you” (Acts 17:23). 





Sometimes we lose our enthusiasm for mission because we forget that the Gospel responds to our deepest needs, since we were created for what the Gospel offers us: friendship with Jesus and love of our brothers and sisters. If we succeed in expressing adequately and with beauty the essential content of the Gospel, surely this message will speak to the deepest yearnings of people’s hearts…” 


The Joy of the Gospel, 265








Prayer:  God of all people, open our eyes this Lent that we may see you at work in our lives and in the lives of those we encounter.








www.crsricebowl.org


www.crsricebowl.org/community-reflections 
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2nd Sunday in Lent


February 24-25, 2018





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














Reflections by Pope Francis


Reprinted from the


CRS Rice Bowl 


Community Reflections











Living Catholic in the 808:


Encountering the Suffering Christ





“We are always capable of going out of ourselves towards the other. Unless we do this, other creatures will not be recognized for their true worth; we are unconcerned about caring for things for the sake of others; we fail to set limits on ourselves in order to avoid the suffering of others or the deterioration of our surroundings. 





Disinterested concern for others, and the rejection of every form of self-centeredness and self-absorption, are essential if we truly wish to care for our brothers and sisters and for the natural environment. These attitudes also attune us to the moral imperative of assessing the impact of our every action and personal decision on the world around us. 





If we can overcome individualism, we will truly be able to develop a different lifestyle and bring about significant changes in society.” Laudato Si’, 208





Question:  Human beings are called to be in community, but we sometimes forget that we succeed and fail together. How can you welcome those who suffer into your community more intentionally? How might you be responsible for the suffering of others in your community—and in our global human family?





Prayer:  God of all people, may we never forget that we are one human family.
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3rd Sunday in Lent


March 3-4, 2018





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














Reflections by Pope Francis


Reprinted from the


CRS Rice Bowl 


Community Reflections











Living Catholic in the 808:


Encountering the Marginalized Christ





“The Christian ideal will always be a summons to overcome suspicion, habitual mistrust, fear of losing our privacy, all the defensive attitudes which today’s world imposes on us. 





Many try to escape from others and take refuge in the comfort of their privacy or in a small circle of close friends, renouncing the realism of the social aspect of the Gospel. For just as some people want a purely spiritual Christ, without flesh and without the cross, they also want their interpersonal relationships provided by sophisticated equipment, by screens and systems which can be turned on and off on command. 





Meanwhile, the Gospel tells us constantly to run the risk of a face-to-face encounter with others, with their physical presence which challenges us, with their pain and their pleas, with their joy which infects us in our close and continuous interaction. True faith in the incarnate Son of God is inseparable from self-giving, from membership in the community, from service, from reconciliation with others.” 		       The Joy of the Gospel, 88





Question:  Fear, prejudice, ignorance, uncertainty—these are some of the things that keep us from encountering the marginalized Christ. Reflect on what prevents you from going to the margins. How can you overcome these obstacles?





Prayer:  God of all people, inspire us to go to the margins and struggle with injustice.
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4th Sunday in Lent


March 10-11, 2018





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














Reflections by Pope Francis


Reprinted from the


CRS Rice Bowl 


Community Reflections











Living Catholic in the 808:


Encounter Christ 


in Creation





“’The external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast’.[152] For this reason, the ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion. 





It must be said that some committed and prayerful Christians, with the excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule expressions of concern for the environment. Others are passive; they choose not to change their habits and thus become inconsistent. So what they all need is an ‘ecological conversion,’ whereby the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in their relationship with the world around them. 





Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience.”		       	          Laudato Si’, 217








Question:  Where do you find Christ in creation? By encountering Christ in creation, do you recognize your responsibility to be in right relationship with the environment? How does an encounter with Christ—present in the cries of the earth and the cries of the poor—fuel an ecological conversion?





Prayer:  God of all people, may we be your hands in caring for all creation.
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5th Sunday of Lent


March 17-18, 2018





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














Hopefully you’ve had the chance this Lent to be present at Sunday Mass when some of our elect, our unbaptized faithful, have participated in the scrutinies and the rites of exorcism.  What we see happening during these rites is not as Hollywood or the Oxford Dictionary would suggest.





Through the scrutinies, God’s Word uncovers and then heals all that is weak, defective or sinful in the hearts of the elect and brings out and strengthens all that is upright, strong and good.  And, in the rite of exorcism, the elect are freed from the effects of sin and from the influence of the devil. (Adapted from RCIA 141 and 144)  





In short, the scrutinies and exorcisms give our elect, our unbaptized faith-filled members, new strength in the midst of their spiritual journey.  





As baptized Catholics Christians, the scrutinies and exorcisms (and even the season of Lent!) remind us that you and I have ALREADY been freed from the power of sin.  Baptism makes us new creatures, giving us the power to live and act under the promptings of the Holy Spirit.  





THIS is the (evangelization) message we share with others – we need no longer be controlled by evil, by addictions, by suffering, by weakness.  Others need to know what our elect know – that sin and death can be conquered through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen!   








By: Kristina DeNeve


Adult Faith Formation Coordinator


Diocese of Honolulu














Living Catholic in the 808:


Scrutinies and Exorcisms
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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion


March 24-25, 2018





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














Excerpt from Homily 


by Pope Francis


Palm Sunday, 2017











He had spoken clearly of this to his disciples: “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Mt 16:24).  Jesus never promised honor and success.  The Gospels make this clear.  He had always warned his friends that this was to be his path, and that the final victory would be achieved through the passion and the cross.  All this holds true for us too.  Let us ask for the grace to follow Jesus faithfully, not in words but in deeds.  Let us also ask for the patience to carry our own cross, not to refuse it or set it aside, but rather, in looking to him, to take it up and to carry it daily.


This Jesus, who accepts the hosannas of the crowd, knows full well that they will soon be followed by the cry: “Crucify him!”  He does not ask us to contemplate him only in pictures and photographs, or in the videos that circulate on the internet.  No.  He is present in our many brothers and sisters who today endure sufferings like his own: they suffer from slave labor, from family tragedies, from diseases…  They suffer from wars and terrorism, from interests that are armed and ready to strike.  Women and men who are cheated, violated in their dignity, discarded…  Jesus is in them, in each of them, and, with marred features and broken voice, he asks to be looked in the eye, to be acknowledged, to be loved.


It is not some other Jesus, but the same Jesus who entered Jerusalem amid the waving of palm branches.  It is the same Jesus who was nailed to the cross and died between two criminals.  We have no other Lord but him: Jesus, the humble King of justice, mercy and peace.





Living Catholic in the 808:


Encounter Christ in the Palms and the Cross
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