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Living Catholic in the 808:
Encounter Christ in the
Palms and the Cross

Excerpt from Homily
by Pope Francis
Palm Sunday, 2017

He had spoken clearly of this to his disciples: “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me”
(Mt 16:24). Jesus never promised honor and
success. The Gospels make this clear. He had
always warned his friends that this was to be his
path, and that the final victory would be achieved
through the passion and the cross. All this holds true
for us too. Let us ask for the grace to follow Jesus
faithfully, not in words but in deeds. Let us also ask
for the patience to carry our own cross, not to refuse
it or set it aside, but rather, in looking to him, to take
it up and to carry it daily.

This Jesus, who accepts the hosannas of the crowd,
knows full well that they will soon be followed by
the cry: “Crucify him!” He does not ask us to
contemplate him only in pictures and photographs,
or in the videos that circulate on the internet. No.
He is present in our many brothers and sisters who
today endure sufferings like his own: they suffer
from slave labor, from family tragedies, from
diseases... They suffer from wars and terrorism,
from interests that are armed and ready to strike.
Women and men who are cheated, violated in their
dignity, discarded... Jesus is in them, in each of
them, and, with marred features and broken voice,
he asks to be looked in the eye, to be acknowledged,
to be loved.

It is not some other Jesus, but the same Jesus who
entered Jerusalem amid the waving of palm
branches. It is the same Jesus who was nailed to the
cross and died between two criminals. We have no
other Lord but him: Jesus, the humble King of
justice, mercy and peace.
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