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QUESTION:  According to the Bible, the Apostles first received Baptism (i.e, John the Baptist), then, second, Holy Communion at the Last Supper and third was Confirmation at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to them in tongues of flame.  Somehow I missed the part about Confirmation coming before Holy Commuion.  Perhaps I associated Confirmation with the wrong event.  If this sacrament was not first given at Pentecost, then when was it given?”


	Rose, a Confused, Retired Catechist








ANSWER:   Aloha Rose!  Thanks for your interest in our project to begin celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation in their Original Order!





The term “original order” does not strictly relate to Jesus’ experience of events, but rather it reflects the practice of the early Church, where the sacraments of initiation were celebrated in this order:  Baptism, Confirmation and then First Holy Communion.  Thus, we are going back to the practice of the early Church, which is a theological order.





If you look at the Catechism of the Catholic Church, you’ll notice that the first three sacraments are covered in this order:  Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist.  Church documents consistently list the sacraments in that order.


Next week I will share a bit more about the Biblical events you mention.  Join me here again!











By “Rose” and Fr. Mark Gantley


Judicial Vicar


Diocese of Honolulu
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