








24th Sunday in Ordinary Time


September 16-17, 2017





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














QUESTION:  According to the Bible, the Apostles first received Baptism (i.e, John the Baptist), then, second, Holy Communion at the Last Supper and third was Confirmation at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to them in tongues of flame.  Somehow I missed the part about Confirmation coming before Holy Commuion.  Perhaps I associated Confirmation with the wrong event.  If this sacrament was not first given at Pentecost, then when was it given?”


	Rose, a Confused, Retired Catechist








ANSWER:   Aloha Rose!  Thanks for your interest in our project to begin celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation in their Original Order!





The term “original order” does not strictly relate to Jesus’ experience of events, but rather it reflects the practice of the early Church, where the sacraments of initiation were celebrated in this order:  Baptism, Confirmation and then First Holy Communion.  Thus, we are going back to the practice of the early Church, which is a theological order.





If you look at the Catechism of the Catholic Church, you’ll notice that the first three sacraments are covered in this order:  Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist.  Church documents consistently list the sacraments in that order.


Next week I will share a bit more about the Biblical events you mention.  Join me here again!











By “Rose” and Fr. Mark Gantley


Judicial Vicar


Diocese of Honolulu








Living Catholic in the 808:


Q: and A: on 


Original Order
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time


September 23-24, 2017





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














By: Fr. Mark Gantley


Judicial Vicar


Diocese of Honolulu








Living Catholic in the 808:


For the Apostles, didn’t Confirmation Come AFTER 1st Communion?











Last week I began answering a question from one of our parishioners:  didn’t Confirmation come third in order for the Apostles, since they experienced Pentecost/Confirmation AFTER the Last Supper, aka, First Communion?





What a great question!  In terms of biblical events, when you look at Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan by St. John the Baptist, you see it connected not just to Baptism but also to Confirmation.  Jesus is baptized in water and then when he comes out of the water, the Holy Spirit comes down upon him like a dove and the voice of God the Father is heard (God the Father confirms Jesus’ baptism by the gift of the Spirit and his words).  Here you see the intimate connection between Baptism and Confirmation.





You are correct to associate Confirmation with Pentecost as well.  But here the connection is between the death and resurrection of Jesus (which we experience in Baptism and which we celebrate at Easter) and the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost (which we experience in Confirmation and which we celebrate on the 50th and last day of the Easter season).  Baptism begins the Easter season, and Confirmation concludes the Easter season.  Again, the intimate connection between Baptism and Confirmation is seen.





I’ll continue expanding on this issue in one final way next week.
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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time


Sept. 30-Oct. 1, 2017





Note that these reflections can be found in Word and pdf at �HYPERLINK "http://www.catholichawaii.org/inserts"�www.catholichawaii.org/inserts�  





Questions, Comments Suggestions?


Contact Kristina kdeneve@rcchawaii.org or 


808-203-6767














By: Fr. Mark Gantley


Judicial Vicar


Diocese of Honolulu








Living Catholic in the 808:


More on Why It’s Confirmation and THEN 


1st Communion











This past couple of weeks, I’ve been sharing why Confirmation was not intended to be the third/last sacrament of initiation, following Baptism and First Holy Communion. Besides being guided by the practice of the church and Jesus’ experience, the fact that Holy Communion is third relates to the fact that the Eucharist is the summit of our life in Christ. 





Baptism and Confirmation lead to the Eucharist.  If we sin gravely and are in the state of mortal sin, then we go to confession and then are returned to the Eucharist.  At any Mass where we celebrate with other sacraments or sacramentals received (Marriage, Ordination, Anointing of the Sick, blessings), the other sacraments or blessings are celebrated first, and then they culminate in the Eucharist.  Everything reaches its crowning point in Eucharist.


 


Historically, giving Holy Communion to children who have not yet been confirmed only dates to 1910 By 1932, the Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments affirmed that "children should not approach the sacred table for the first time unless after the reception of the sacrament of confirmation, which is, as it were, the complement of baptism and in which is given the fullness of the Holy Spirit.”





I encourage you to learn more about this by checking out our website:  


catholichawaii.org/originalorder
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